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ISoofe Notices. 



PHOENICIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE TEMPLE OF 
HATHOR-MISKAR.> 

Professor Berger, the successor of Renan at the College de France, 
and well known as one of the greatest living authorities on Phoenician 
inscriptions, has published the text with translations of the elaborate 
commentary to an important Punic inscription found at the ruins of the 
temple of Hathor-Miskar at Maktar. The inscription itself consists of 
ten columns, which may be divided into two sections, the first consisting 
of three columns and the second of the remaining six. The first part 
contains the dedication of the sanctuary and the second the names of 
thirty-two persons, forming a kind of religious corporation, who have 
erected the temple. A Punic inscription of forty-four lines is exceptional, 
and it is, therefore, not surprising that it offers various points of interest. 
The very first word of the inscription, "Mizrach," may be taken as an 
illustration. The explanation of this rather curious word is due to the 
eminent Clermont-Ganneau, who has shown that it is the name of the 
religious corporation which has erected the sanctuary. The ordinary 
meaning, "east," attached to the word is evidently not in place, and 
Berger is probably right in deriving it from a stem signifying "to blos- 
som forth;" our own word "seminary" (from semen, "seed") offers a 
parallel. M. Berger is not so happy in his attempt to identify the 
mysterious word "tat" with the Egyptian god "Thot." It would be 
rather strange to encounter this god at so late a period, and the difficulty 
is increased by the description of "tat" as the god Ammon. 

The thirty-two proper names constitute, perhaps, the most interesting 
part of the inscription, and there are a number that appear here for the 
first time. As usual with Punic names, we find a strange mixture of 
Roman and genuine Phoenician names. Corresponding to this mixture 
we also find in the religious ideas reflected in the inscription a melange 
of old Phoenician customs with the Roman institutions, and, indeed, the 
very idea of a religious corporation seems to be directly due to Roman 
influence. Berger, to be sure, is of the opinion that this institution 
belongs to the early period of Punic cults, but the very fact that we 
encounter it for the first time in this inscription lends plausibility to the 
supposition of its being borrowed. Besides the larger inscription, two 
smaller ones have been found at Maktar, and M. Berger includes in 
his monograph a description of these. They are unfortunately some- 
what mutilated and so brief as to add very little to the information 
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gleaned from the first. As usual, M. Berger is very liappy in Ws restitu- 
tions of mutilated passages, although in regard to a number of these, 
particularly in the second inscription, scholars will probably hold various 
views. The importance of excavations and explorations undertaken by 
French scholars during the last decade in north Africa cannot be too 
highly rated, and there is every reason to hope that the continuation of 
these labors will lead eventually to a solution of the many philological 
and archaeological problems that have been raised by these explorations. 
Univeesitt OF Pennsylvania. Morbis Jasteow, Jr. 



A DICTIONARY OF THE TECHNICAL TERMS IN THE 
TALMUDS AND MIDRASHIM.' 

Dr. Bacher, well known by his numerous lexicographical and gram- 
matical publications, has placed all students of rabbinical literature 
under great obligations by the very useful compilation of the technical 
terms used in the two Talmuds and the Midrash literature. One of the 
great diflSculties which students encounter in entering upon this very 
difficult field of investigation consists in the almost bewildering use of 
terms and phrases for which even the dictionaries offer inadequate help. 
Dr. Bacher has gathered these together in alphabetical order and has 
attached to each one an elaborate and clear explanation, together with 
illustrations of the use to which the terms in question are put. Inciden- 
tally he adds remarks and comments which will be of use also to more 
advanced students and to specialists. His work will be found invaluable 
to Semitic students in general, and Dr. Bacher's well-known accuracy 
makes it quite superfluous to add that he is a thoroughly reliable guide. 

TJniveesity of Pennsylvania. Moeris Jasteow, Je. 



IBN WALLAD'S KITAB AL-MAKSDR.^ 

Dr. BrOnnle has formed the ambitious plan of publishing a series of 
manuscripts bearing on Arabic philology, and as a first volume offers 
the text of Ibn Wallad's treatise known as Kitab al-Maksiir. The part 
published contains only the text, and until the second part appears, 
which will furnish the introduction and commentary, together with the 
preface and bibliography, opinions as to the value and accuracy of Dr. 
BrOnnle's work must necessarily be postponed. The Kitab al-Maksur 
is a lexicographical treatise containing verbal and nominal forms derived 
from stems containing what are ordinarily termed weak letters. The 
meanings of these words are explained as well as the forms, and their 
use illustrated by copious quotations from the Arabic poets. Naturally 
most of the material collected by Ibn Wallad is embodied in various of 
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